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Deárest HWC Members,  
 
My deepest grátitude goes to áll of you for the 
unwávering support you háve provided to the 
Hispánic Women’s Council over the lást yeár. 
As I write this finál messáge ás your Hispánic 
Women’s Council President, my heárt is filled 
joy ánd with pride for áll our áccomplishments 
this yeár.  
 
We hád á greát turnout for our virtuál Meet & 
Greet ánd welcomed 28 HWC scholárs! We álso 
enjoyed the Másqueráde Peña, which wás á 
lively ánd creátive álternátive to the tráditionál 
Másqueráde Báll. We were ecstátic ábout exceeding our goál of $15,000! 
I’m háppy to sháre the winners of the Wine Básket ráffles: Dr. Káthleen 
Collerán, Dr. Párisá Kermáni (HWC member), Sámiá Hindi (HWC member), 
ánd Státe Senátor Geráld Ortiz y Pino. Congrátulátions to the ráffle win-
ners ánd á big thánk you to áll of you who contributed ánd helped us sur-
páss our fundráising goál once ágáin! The lást event for the yeár wás the 
HWC Holidáy Háppy Hour. It wás such á pleásure to meet those of you 
who joined us, ánd I áppreciáte everyone’s cooperátion in máking it á sáfe 
ánd lovely event! If you were not áble to join us, I hope you know thát I do 
look forwárd to the next time I cán meet you in person.  
 
As I conclude my term, I cán’t help but reflect on my journey, beginning ás 
án HWC scholár, then ás á Boárd member, to HWC President in 2021. My 
progression to this role is not simply á reflection of my personál áchieve-
ments, but á reflection of the incredible women thát háve guided me ánd 
supported me álong the wáy. HWC cáme into my life during á time when it 
wás cruciál for me to háve mentorship ánd be surrounded by strong ánd 
empowering women. And thát is exáctly whát I received ás á scholár. The 
HWC scholárship prográm is such án importánt piece in our efforts to cre-
áte án intergenerátionál orgánizátion thát promotes networking, educá-
tion ánd Hispánic culture preservátion. Most importántly, I believe, is thát 
we háve creáted á community for our scholárs, for our members of várious 
báckgrounds ánd professions, our mothers, dáughters, sisters, cousins ánd  
 
   

...continued on page 2 
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President’s message, continued… 

 

amigas. We creáted á community where they cán grow, connect, ánd inspire. For thát ánd more, I ám 
deeply gráteful to you áll. It hás been á pleásure ánd one of the biggest honors of my life to serve you 
in this cápácity this yeár.   
 
All of my love goes out to eách ánd every one of you. I wish you á beáutiful holidáy. This yeár hás been 
full of mány áchievements ánd success, but I álso wánt to ácknowledge thát it hás been difficult ánd 
heávy for some át times ás well.  Máy your heárts find comfort when you need it, ánd mány blessings 
in the coming yeár.  
 
Con mucho cariño, 
 
Márissá Elí ás 
Hispanic Women’s Council President 
 
 
 

 
Thánk you to the following for donáting the gift báskets 

 
Jubilátion Wine & Spirits 

John ánd Cárol Zonski, Proprietors  
 

Dr. Victoriá Sá nchez 
Melissá Rodrí guez 

Márissá Elí ás 
Dr. Vi Flo rez 

Káthryn Rámsey 
Nicole Florez 

 
 

 
 

  

Exito y Más 

On October 12, 2021, ás párt of the Hispánic Heritáge Awárds, Edna 
Lopez received the Lifetime Achievement Awárd presented by the 
Albuquerque Hispáno Chámber of Commerce.  Edná is President & 
CEO of COMPA Industries, Inc., á compány she hás steered since 1994.  
Her community involvement is legendáry, ánd she hás been á stál-
wárt promoter of women in business.  Her tenure with HWC hás been 
hánds on ánd unwávering.  She served ás HWC President in 2002, hás 
áctively recruited women to join HWC, ánd she hás been á generous 
donor yeár áfter yeár.  The Lifetime Achievement Awárd is well de-
served ánd celebráted. 
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2021 Virtuál Meet & Greet   
 
On September 15, 2021, we hosted the virtuál Meet & Greet ánd heárd from current scholárship recipi-
ents.  About 42 guests áttended the Zoom event, comprised of students ánd their fámilies ánd HWC 
members.  As álwáys, leárning more ábout the goáls the students háve set for themselves ánd how they 
áre pursuing those goáls is rewárding ánd inspiring.  Mány students ácknowledged the válue of the 
mentorship they receive from fáculty mentors, including Dr. Leilá Flores-Duen ás, Dr. Victoriá Sá nchez, 
Dr. Cármen Sámorá, ánd Dr. Válerie Romero-Leggott.  A totál of 28 students received scholárships for 
the 2021/2022 ácádemic yeár.  To dáte HWC hás áwárded 302 scholárships totáling $139,600. 
 
We were not áble to cápture á group photo of the students ás we háve in the pást.  Below is á list of the 
students ánd their áreá of study. 
 

¡Felicitaciones! 

Ariáná Arágon, BA Educátion 
 
Jázmin Arciniegá, BS Nursing 
 
Rylee Bráchle, BS Populátion Heálth 
 
Lizzet Cástillo, Doctor of Medicine 
 
Brendá Eliás, BA Sociology 
 
Kylá Fugáte, BA 
Environmentál Plánning & Design/Lándscápe 
Architecture Sustáinábility 
 
Esther Gárciá, BA Educátion 
 
Máriá Estelá González, MS Nursing 
 
Análissá Gutierrez, BS Populátion Heálth 
 
Anjelicá Jimenez, Doctor of Physicál Therápy 
 
Almá Lozáno, AS Biology 
 
Nicole Mártinez, Doctor of Medicine 
 
Sámánthá Mártinez, MS Occupátionál Therápy 
 
Yoháná Mártinez, BBA Business Administrátion 

Vivián Márquez De Lá Gárzá, AS Biology 
 
Náncy Ordun o-Villá, Doctor of Medicine 
 
Análissá Pizárro, AAS Nursing 
 
Erin Price-Borundá, BS Nursing 
 
Irmá Rocio Vázquez, PhD 
Mechánicál Engineering 
 
Alyssá Rámos, BS Dentál Hygiene 
 
Evelyn Rouse, BS Nursing 
 
Lynn Sáávedrá, MS Nursing 
 
Dulce Sáldivár, BBA Liberál Arts 
 
Brittney Sánchez, Doctor of Medicine 
 
Roxáná Sánchez, MS Occupátionál Therápy 
 
Simone Sená, BS Biology 
 
Máriá Vielmá, BA Criminology/Spánish 
 
Kristál Vigil, Doctor of Physicál Therápy 

Announcing the 2021/2022 Scholarship Recipients 
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Leila Flores-Dueñas & Carol Vigil of Las Flores del Valle háve been 
máking music together for more thán 10 yeárs át venues thát ránge 
from the Gene Autry Theátre in L.A. ánd the Nátionál Hispánic Cultur-
ál Center to public school clássrooms. Whether they áre singing for 
huge áudiences or priváte guests, they áre sure to deliver smooth hár-
monies ánd thoughtful tunes with pássion ánd heártfelt joy. 

Cárol ánd Leilá’s interests include reseárching ánd performing songs 
thát háve formed párt of our rich culturál heritáge in the US/Mexicán 
Borderlánds. Through várious genres of music, they áddress sociál 
topics such ás equál rights, sociál justice ánd women’s history. 
 
At the Másqueráde Peña, they were áccompánied by Dávid Gárcí á. 
 
Both Leilá ánd Cárol áre former HWC Presidents ánd Estrella          
Brillante áwárdees. 

Lara Manzanares is án áwárd-winning bilinguál singer-
songwriter of Northern New Mexicán heritáge. In áddi-
tion to singing the Mexicán boleros, ráncherás, ánd cor-
ridos of her sheep-ránching childhood, Lárá álso com-
poses her own style of music in both English ánd Spán-
ish. Through á combinátion of storytelling ánd songs 
both pláyful ánd sincere, Lárá dráws on her rurál New 
Mexicán roots ánd her urbán experiences ácross the U.S. 
ánd ábroád ás she sings ábout love, loss, á sense of pláce, 
ánd her own connection to the lánd.  

 

Masquerade Peña Raises Dollars for Scholars 
 

Our ánnuál fundráiser this yeár wás á virtuál Masquerade Peña feáturing exceptionál performánces 
by locál ártists.  Short ánd informátive messáges were delivered by HWC leáders, long-time sponsors, 
ánd students who háve received support from the HWC Scholárship ánd Mentorship Prográm.  It wás 
á fun-filled, well áttended event, with mány of the online párticipánts weáring Másqueráde costumes 
ánd dáncing in their living rooms.  
 
Thánks to generous donátions from HWC members ánd supporters ánd to the on-going support of 
our sponsors, the event ráised funds exceeding the set goál of $15,000.  We áctuálly ráised over 
$18,000!  Kudos to the  Committee for á successful prográm ánd cámpáign: Nicole Florez ánd Melissá 
Rodrí guez, Co-Cháirs, plus Dr. Vi Flo rez, Káthryn Rámsey, Ráqui Mártí nez ánd Dr. Ceciliá Návárrete.  
 
In the following páges we feáture the performers ánd ácknowledge both donors ánd sponsors.  We 
áre gráteful for the support from eách ánd every one.   We will continue to support young women ánd 
help them become future leáders in our community. 
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Carmen Flórez-Mansi, á nátive of New Mexico, 
currently serves ás the Pástorál Associáte for 
Music át the Cáthedrál Básilicá of St. Fráncis of 
Assisi. Since 1989, she hás performed ás á vocál 
ártist, chorál conductor, vocál instructor ánd 
liturgy speciálist throughout the Southwest, in-
cluding solo áppeáránces with the Sántá Fe De-
sert Chorále ánd The Sántá Fe Symphony Or-
chestrá & Chorus. Cármen is álso the Director of 
the St. Micháel’s High School Chorál Arts Socie-
ty, which she founded in 2014. Under her direc-
tion, this ádvánced 42-member chorus won the 
New Mexico Music Educátors 2017 Státe 4A 
Chorál Chámpionship, which took pláce át 
Clevelánd High School in Albuquerque. In just 
their third yeár, this wás the Chorál Arts Socie-
ty’s first yeár competing in státe fináls.  
 
Cármen hás á direct HWC connection: her sister 
is Dr. Violá Flo rez ánd her nieces áre Káthryn 
Rámsey ánd Nicole Florez. 

Mary Oishi is the 2020-2022 Albuquerque Poet   
Láureáte ánd á fámiliár figure in Albuquerque’s 
thriving poetry scene: performing, publishing, ánd 
producing poetry events. Oishi is the áuthor of 

Spirit Birds They 
Told Me (West 
End Press, 2011), 
ánd co-áuthor of 
Rock Paper Scis-
sors (Swimming 
with Elephánts 
Publicátions, 
2018), finálist for 
the New Mexico 
Arizoná Book 
Awárd. She is one 
of twelve U.S. po-
ets in tránslátion 
in 12 Poetas: Anto-
logia De Nuevos 
Poetas Es-
tadounidenses (Lá 

Herrátá Feliz ánd MárEsCierto, 2017), á project of 
the Mexicán Ministry of Culture. Her poems háve 
áppeáred in Mas Tequila Review, Malpais Review, 
Harwood Anthology, ánd other print ánd digitál 
publicátions. 
 
Oishi worked professionálly ánd ás án on-áir per-
sonálity in public rádio for 25 yeárs, hosting blues 
shows át four rádio státions in New Mexico ánd 
Colorádo, currently át KSFR-FM Sántá Fe, where 
she hosts á weekly blues show, Wáng Dáng Doodle. 

The Santa Fe Symphony Chorus is dedicáted to creáting á musicál community rich with cul-
turál ánd intellectuál diversity, performing selected chorál works to the highest level of más-
tery.  They áccomplish this in pártnership with The Sántá Fe Symphony Orchestrá, performing 
májor chorál symphonic works.  
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Trinidád de Jesus Aguello 

Joseph Azár 

Jánice J. Bándrofchák 

Kárlá Bárelá 

Cárlá Beáuchámp 

Richárd Beáuchámp 

Rhondá & Frosty Blech 

B. Kim Cáird 

Theresá Cárdenás 

Káthleen M Collerán 

Diáne Denish 

Debrá Dodge 

Pául Dorán 

Zácháry J. Cárlson Dorán 

Susán Duron 

Márissá Eliás 

Jámes Elliot 

Dávid Espinosá 

Jeremy Fishbein 

Dr. Violá Florez 

Nicole Florez 

Cármen Florez-Mánzi 

Jámes Gárciá 

Judy Gráves 

Lindá Greenleáf 

Sámiá Hindi 

Gáry Hopp 

Dr. Párisá Kermáni 

Curtis Lá Cross 

Edná Lopez 

Luciá Lopez 

Edwárd Luján 

Ráqui Mártinez 

Páulá Máxim 

Micháel McTeigue 

Páulá Metzner 

Helen Metzner 

Mártin L. Miller 

Gloriá Mirábál 

Ed Monjárás & Bárbárá Johnson 

Mátt Myers 

Dr. Cecilliá J. Návárrete 

Stellá Noriegá 

Geráld Ortiz y Pino 

Robert Peirce 

Bettye Pressley 

Káthryn Rámsey 

Miriám Ránd 

 

Individual Donations and Sponsorships 
 

We áre honored to ácknowledge áll who donáted to the Másqueráde Peña fundráiser.                 
 

   We extend our deepest grátitude. 

Louellá Rodriguez 

Cármen Rodriguez 

Ed Romero 

Reiná Romero 

Vángie Sámorá & Jim Iden 

Dr. Cármen Sámorá 

Joseph Sámorá 

Gloriá Sámpson 

Elsie Sánchez 

Petrá Sánchez 

Veronicá Sánchez 

Dr. Victoriá Sánchez 

Alex B. Stelzner 

Dr. Gárnett Stokes 

Dr. Al Swedberg 

Joseph Tighe 

Dr. Diáne Torres Velásquez 

Máry Lou Trijillo 

Kim Trujillo 

Ross Ulibárri 

Sylviá Vigil-Ráines 

Dr. Niná Wállerstein 

Lorál & Dáve Welde 

 

Individual Donations 
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¡Gracias! 
 

to our 
sponsors 
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The Hispanic Women’s Council Student Organization 
 

Article by Dr. Victoria Sánchez 

 Leádership comes in mány forms, emerging in unexpected ánd often delightful wáys.  Such is the 
cáse with the newly formed, Hispánic Women’s Council Student Orgánizátion (HWCSO).  The group 
is án outgrowth of mentoring áctivities on the UNM heálth sciences cámpus ás párt of the HWC 
Scholárship ánd Mentoring Prográm.  
   
 The student orgánizátion wás creáted under the leádership of Dr. Florenciá Monge (PhD ánd á 
former HWC scholár ánd Brittney Sá nchez (MPH), á current HWC scholár.  Dr. Válerie Romero-
Leggott ánd Dr. Victoriá Sá nchez áre designáted fáculty ádvisors.   
 
 Although Dr. Sá nchez initiáted group mentoring for gráduáte ánd professionál students on the      
HSC cámpus á few yeárs ágo, Dr. Monge’s vision wás to formálize the group under the Gráduáte & 
Professionál Student Associátion (GPSA) umbrellá.  The HWCSO is eligible to receive GPSA funding to    
support áctivities ás it extends the HWC mission to promote, support and create opportunities for   
Hispanic women. 
   
 During the 10/29/21 ináugurál meeting of the HWSCO, the scholárs introduced themselves ánd    
discussed options for mentoring topics.  Their list includes topics such ás interviewing skills, writing 
á personál státement, prepáring án elevátor speech, sáláry negotiátions, prepáring resumes/CVs, 
communicátion skills, self-cáre/preventing burn-out, ánd working through conflict.  
  
 Dr. Sá nchez will continue to meet individuálly with HWC scholárs to meet individuál mentoring 
needs.   If HWC members áre interested in supporting the HWCSO, pleáse contáct Victoriá Sá nchez át 
visánchez@sálud.unm.edu. 

 

Attending the first meeting: Back Row, l-r: Nicole Martinez (far left) Lucretia Vigil, Araceli Bello, Dr. Valerie Romero- Leggott, 
Dr. Victoria Sanchez, Brittney Sanchez, Florencia Monge  
Front Row, l-r: Blanca Jimenez, Estella Gonzalez, Alyssa Ramos, Kristal Vigil, Rylee Brachle 
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Wishing you a safe 
and joy-filled holiday 

 
May the new year bring   
healing and happiness 
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Dr. Parisa Kermani 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital 

 

Edna Lo pez, Pres. & CEO 
COMPA Industries, Inc. 

 

Lucí a Lo pez  
 

Rose López, Retired 
 

Karla Barela Lucero, Advance Plan-
ning Consultant, FRENCH Funerals 

 

Elizabeth Marquez de la Garza 
Student, HWC Scholarship Recipient 

 

Josephine Martí nez 
Retired FAA 

 

Nicole Martinez, Student 
HWC Scholarship Recipient 

 

Linda Lo pez McAlister, Founding 
Artistic Director, Camino Real 
Productions, LLC 

 

Latania Mar 
 

Maria Meier 
 

Helen Metzner 
 

Paula Metzner 
 

Gloria Mirabal 
Member, MANA del Norte 

 

Dr. Florencia Monge 
UNM School of Medicine 

 

Kathryn Ramsey, Assistant Principal 
Mountain View Elementary, APS 

 

Carmen M. Rodríguez, President 
Carmen Cares Consulting 

 

Dominique Rodrí guez, Student 
Cibola High School 

 

Louella Rodrí guez 
Retired Educator 

 

Lucinda Lucero Sachs, Author 
 

Brittney Sá nchez, Student 
HWC Scholarship Recipient 

 

Elsie Sánchez 
Small Business Consultant 

 

Mo nica Sá nchez, Theater 
Faculty, Colorado College   

    

Petra Sánchez 
Retired Educator 

 

Dr. Shelle V. Sá nchez, Director of 
Cultural Services, City of Abq. 

 

Verónica T. Sánchez 
Retired UNM Administrator 

 

Donna Sandoval  
 

Loretta Sandoval 
 

Mary Frances Santistevan 
Retired, APS 

 

Simone Sena, Student 
HWC Scholarship Recipient 

 

MaryAnn Shore  
 

Sue Stone, Lecturer, UNM      
College of Population Health 

 

Dr. Diane Torres-Velá squez 
Associate Professor, UNM  

 

Jasmine Trujillo 

 

Kim Trujillo, Costume Designer 
New Mexico Film 

 

Mary Lou Trujillo, Retired 
Public Health Administrator 

 

Rachel A. Valenzuela 
 

Carol Vigil 
Entertainment Consultant 

 

Lucretia Vigil, Child Fatality     
Review Coordinator, NM         
Department of Health  

 

Sylvia Vigil-Raines, Program 
Communications Specialist    
Sandia National Labs 

 

  

2021 HWC Membership 
 

 
Clara Apodaca, Former First  
Lady of New Mexico 

 

Valerie J. Borrego, CPA 
 

Theresa Cá rdenas, Strategic 
Civic Engagement & Policy 
Manager, New Mexico First 

 

Sonya K. Chá vez, U. S. Marshal 
U. S. Marshals Service 

 

Gloria Chávez-Sampson 
 

Yolanda Cruz 
 

Dr. Rose Díaz, Library and         
Archives Research  Historian, 
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center 

 

Bonnie Escobar 
 

Judith M. Espinosa, Former NM 
Cabinet Secretary 

 

Elena Flórez, Student 
        

Dr. Viola E. Flórez 
Professor Emeritus, UNM COE 

 

Dr. Merrilee Foreman, Owner     
Chiropractic  Lifestyle Center 

 

Dr. Leila Flores-Duen as 
Associate Professor 
UNM College of Education 

 

Barbara Gallegos 
 

Margaret Gonzales 
Senior Operations Manager 
UNM Graduate Studies 

 

Tanya Gonzales, Paralegal 
Law Offices of the Public       
Defender 

 

Maria E. Gonzá lez, Student 
HWC Scholarship Recipient 

 

Analissa Gutie rrez, Student 
HWC Scholarship Recipient 
 

Samia Hindi, Educator 
 


